Christ is coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. Who
will meet Him in peace? Will it be you?

It is during the final struggle with the Papacy that God’s true people will
be tested to see if they can be trusted as citizens of Heaven. Those who
accept Jesus and remain faithful to Him, gaining the victory over the
forces of evil as Jesus did, will keep their names written in His book of
life!

in apocalyptic passages (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev.
12:7), in instances where Christ is in direct conflict with
Satan. The name in Hebrew, signifying “who is like God?” is
at once a question and a challenge. In view of the fact that
Satan’s rebellion is essentially an attempt to install himself on
the throne of God and “be like the most High” (Isa. 14:14),
the name Michael is a most fitting one for Jesus who came to
vindicate the character of God and disprove Satan’s claims.
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ANSWERS: 1) God honored Darius by sending Gabriel to ‘confirm and strengthen’ (protect and give success) him. 2) There
would be four Persian kings before being conquered by Greece. 3) The king of Greece will come to power quickly, and fall just as
quick, and no son of his will be heir. 4) The kings of the North and South. 5) Rome. 6) They will act as friends to secure their
means. 7) That it would be many years of great persecution. 8) Arrogant and conceited… lifting itself above the God of Heaven. 9)
The King of the South shall ‘push at him.’ The papacy was removed from power. 10) It would revive and respond with greater
force than before. 11) It’s rule would come to an abrupt end. 12) Jesus our Savior!

_______________________________________________________

How was Daniel shown the influence of heaven in the affairs of
nations? Daniel 11:1

1

“...for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” Daniel 12:9

“In the first year of Darius the Mede... I stood to “confirm and strengthen
him,” that is, I was instrumental to protect him, and give him success in his
ward, and, after he had conquered Babylon, to confirm him in his resolution to
release the Jews… We must acknowledge the hand of God in the strengthening
of those that are friends to the church for the service they are to do it, and

“The reign of Darius was honoured of God. To him was sent the angel
Gabriel, “to confirm and to strengthen him.” White, Prophets & Kings,
p.556.

1.

In Daniel chapter eleven, the angel Gabriel is
giving more detailed information about the
visions from Daniel 2, 7 and 8; but this time
in more plain language than symbols. In
order to understand this story, we need to
look at the events of history as they happened
from Daniel’s day to now. As you will see,
the scenes of trouble spoken of in these
prophecies are about to take place.
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_______________________________________________________

How was the history of the Medo-Persian Empire summarized for
Daniel? Daniel 11:2

______________________________________

How was the rise and break-up of Alexander the
Great's empire explained?
Daniel 11:3-4 Compare Daniel 7:6, Daniel 8:21-22.

____________________

____________________

Of the four new divisions,
which were the ones that
directly affected the
people of God?
Daniel 11:5-15

2

Of the four divisions of Alexander's empire, only two directly affected the
people of God, Ptolemy and his successors, whose empire was based in
Egypt, and Seleucus and his successors, whose empire was based in Syria.
Ptolemy and his successors are known as 'the king of the south,' and the
Seleucids as 'the king of the north,' which was their relationship to the Jewish
people. In the wars between these powers, God’s people suffered greatly.

4.

Alexander became king of Macedonia and ruler of Greece at
the age of twenty. With an army of 50,000 men he invaded
the Persian Empire and in five years had conquered it. He
never lost a battle. His end came in Babylon when, after a
prolonged drinking bout, he collapsed in a high fever and
died eleven days later in his thirty-second year. As prophecy had foretold, his
infant son did not succeed him. Instead his generals fought among themselves,
eventually dividing the empire between them.

3.

This vision took place in the third year of Cyrus (see Daniel 10:1). These four
Persian kings were (1) Cambyses, Cyrus’s son, who reigned from 530-522 BC,
and committed suicide in despair during a revolt by an impostor called (2)
Smerdis who held power for seven months in 522. He was succeeded by (3)
Darius the Great, who reigned from 522-486 BC. The one who stirred up all
against the realm of Greece was (4) Xerxes (called Ahasuerus in the Book of
Esther.)

2.

confirming them in their good resolutions; herein he uses the ministry of
angels more than we are aware of.” Matthew Henry, Commentary on the
Whole Bible, Daniel 11:1.

7

The name Michael as the name of a heavenly being appears in the Bible only

_______________________________________________________

12. Who intervenes on behalf of His people?
Daniel 12:1

Just as we saw in Daniel’s visions of chapters 2, 7, and 8, the papal power will
be destroyed as Jesus (the ‘Stone’ in Daniel 2) returns and sets up His eternal
Kingdom.

_______________________________________________________

11. What was Daniel shown about the end of the papacy?
Daniel 11:44-45. Compare Revelation 13:7-8; 16:19 & chapter 18.

The papal power is well on it’s way to greater power than
it had during it’s previous 1260 year reign during the dark
ages... even to becoming the religious primacy of the
world; influencing governments to a point of enforcing
their religious dictates.

For example, Pope John Paul II was the most traveled
Pope in papal history, visiting countries and signing
concordats with nations at an incredible rate! Truly
bringing the world under papal authority.

However, the prophet envisioned a much greater restoration. Daniel 11:40 says
that, "the king of the north [the papacy] shall come against him like a
whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he
shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over." This is still
future. Though the papacy receives homage from many groups, vast
populations show it no deference as of yet. But that has been changing.

“The Roman question tonight was a thing of the past, and the Vatican was at
peace with Italy… In affixing the autographs to the memorable document
healing the wound of many years, extreme cordiality was displayed on both
sides”—The San Francisco Chronicle, Feb. 11, 1929.

There was a gradual revival in papal life in the years following the removal of
papal rule in 1798 by France. The papacy did suffer a setback in 1870 when the
Papal States were taken from it but it still survived and continued the course of
revival. A significant event occurred in 1929 when the
Lateran Treaty restored temporal power to the pope, who
was given the rule of Vatican City, a section of the city of
Rome about 109 acres in extent. The Papacy is healing
from it’s wound and growing stronger and stronger! This
treaty is but one example.

______________________________________________________

How is the character of this power (the ‘papacy’) described?
Daniel 11:36-39 Compare Daniel 7:25, first part, Revelation 13:5-7

__________________________________

What blow was the papacy to suffer at the ‘time of the end?’
Daniel 11:40, first part

___________________________________

What new power is then introduced into
the account [Remember the consistency of
the visions in chapters 2, 7, and 8]?
Daniel 11:14, 16

3

6

______________________________________________________

In the closing part of this prophecy, the leading character is 'the king of the
north.' The literal king of the north was the Seleucid portion of Alexander's
empire. This power has played no part in the history of God's people for over
2000 years. All Daniel's previous prophecies in their closing stages focused on
papal Rome. The same must be true here. Even so, when dealing with
unfulfilled prophecy we must tread carefully.

Augustus—Verse 20 refers to a king who would send oppressors,
or exactors [tax gatherers] throughout his realm. Luke 2:1 records
that “it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.”
Octavian, later called Augustus, who succeeded Julius Caesar, is
regarded as having established the Roman Empire, and after a
reign of more than 40 years died peacefully in his bed in 14 A.D.

Daniel 11:17-22 refers to: Julius Caesar— (Verses 17-19)
Cleopatra, the daughter of Ptolemy XI was placed under Roman
guardianship in 51 B.C., and three years later became the
mistress of Julius Caesar, who had invaded Egypt. After Julius
Caesar was assassinated (at Rome in 44 B.C.), Cleopatra turned
her affections to Mark Antony, the rival of Caesar’s heir,
Octavian. Octavian (later Augustus) defeated the combined
forces of Cleopatra and Antony at Actium (31 B.C.). The next
year Antony’s suicide opened the way for the new victor. Then Cleopatra,
finding that she could not ingratiate herself with Octavian, committed suicide.
With Cleopatra the Ptolemaic dynasty of Egypt ended, and from 30 B.C.
onward Egypt was a province of the Roman Empire.

The phrase 'the robbers of thy people' literally
means 'the breakers of thy people,' that is, the power that was to destroy the
Jews. This refers to the Romans, who eventually (63 B.C.) robbed the Jews of
their independence, and later (in 70 A.D.) destroyed the Temple and the city of
Jerusalem. It was, in fact, during the reign of Antiochus III that the Romans,
interfering to protect the interests of their allies, Pergamum, Rhodes, Athens,
and Egypt, first made themselves felt in the affairs of Syria and Egypt.

5.

Tiberius— Augustus was succeeded by Tiberius [a ‘vile person’ (verse 21) or
one lightly esteemed]. Tiberius was not originally in line for
succession to the throne, but became the son of Augustus by
adoption, and was appointed heir to the empire only when he
had reached middle life. When Augustus died, Tiberius
ascended the throne peacefully. He was only the stepson of his
predecessor, and his accession to the imperial dignity was due to
the maneuverings of his mother. It was when Tiberius reigned,
and upon the order of his procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate, that Jesus
(‘the Prince of the covenant,’ verse 22) was crucified, in the year A.D. 31.

10. How would the papacy respond to this attack?
Daniel 11:40, last part - 43

In 1798, After 1260 years of the papacy ruling
the world, France sent an army to Rome. The
soldiers entered the Sistine Chapel and
commanded the cardinals, there assembled for
the anniversary of the pope's accession to the
throne, to perform a grand mass and ‘Te
Deum’ (a specific hymn for special occasions) to commemorate the
termination of the pope's authority. Five days later he was removed from Rome
and was taken from prison to prison to France. The pope died a prisoner the
following year.

9.

These verses clearly lay out the true character and growth of the papacy and we
see this fulfillment in the following papal claims: 1) that the pope is the
vicegerent of Christ on earth, 2) in the power claimed for the priesthood, 3) in
“the power of the keys”—the claimed authority to open and close heaven to
men; 4) as being equal with God; 5) to the regard paid to celibacy and
virginity; 6) to the development of Marianism (the
worship of the virgin Mary as ‘co-redeemer’); 7) a
description of the support the Roman Church has given
to the worship of “protectors”—the saints—and to
festivals held in various cities around the world in
honor of the sacrifice of the mass and the virgin Mary;
8) to Rome’s alliance with civil powers and her studied efforts to get the
nations to do her bidding; 9) a fulfillment in papal domination over temporal
rulers and in frequent receipts of revenue from them, becoming the wealthiest
religion in the world!

8.

________________________________________

What was Daniel shown about the methods of
the Roman empire?
Daniel 11:23-28. Compare Daniel 8:24-25.
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______________________________________________________

What was Daniel shown about the years of persecution of God's
people?
Daniel 11:32-35 Compare Daniel 7:21 & 25.

To reassert the power of Rome required both an alliance with those who had
forsaken the ‘holy covenant’ (verse 30)—the Roman church, and the use of
military might. The first civil power to join up with the Church of Rome was
Clovis, king of the Franks, in 508 A.D. During these years the three Arian
kingdoms were plucked up by Papal Rome [the ‘little horn’ uprooting the
‘three horns’—see Dan. 7]. A marriage of pagan practices and Christianity
gradually took place and a union of church and state as the decree of Justinian
went into effect making the bishop of Rome the head of ALL churches.

7.

In speaking of the impending destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., Jesus
identified the Roman armies surrounding the city as “the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24:15; Luke 21:20). So it
may be asked, how can “the abomination that maketh desolate” refer to the
papacy if Christ spoke of it in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem? In
the ninth chapter, Daniel speaks of desolations and abominations in the plural.
More than one abomination treads down the church; both paganism and the
papacy are abominations. It is also quite possible that Daniel 8:11-13 is a
blended prophecy (similar to that of Matt. 24) that applies both to the
destruction of the Temple/Jerusalem by the Romans and to the work of the
papacy in the Christian centuries. “The ruin of Jerusalem was a symbol of the
final ruin that shall overwhelm the world. The prophecies that received a
partial fulfillment in the overthrow of Jerusalem have a more direct
application to the last days.” White, Thoughts from the Mount of Blessings,
p.121.

PLEASE NOTE: In our previous study of Daniel chapter 8 [Lesson 5] we
found that 1) the “daily” stands for “paganism,” in contrast with “the
abomination that maketh desolate” (Dan. 11:31) the “papacy”; that 2) both
terms identify persecuting powers; that 3) the word for
“daily,” correctly meaning “continual,” refers to the
long continuance of Satan’s opposition to the work of
Christ through the medium of paganism; and that 4) the
taking away of the ‘daily’ and the setting up of “the
abomination that maketh desolate” represents ‘papal’
Rome replacing ‘pagan’ Rome.

The period referred to here is the same as the 1260 prophetical days (literal
years) of Dan. 7:25; the time during which the power of apostasy most
blatantly blasphemed God, exercised its usurped authority, and persecuted
those who dissented from its authority. Throughout the days of apostasy and
persecution described in these verses, God repeatedly sent His people “a little
help” (verse 34) in the person of leaders who spoke forth in the darkness,
calling for a return to the principles of Scripture. Among these were the
Waldensian ministers of the 12th century onward, John Wyclif
of England in the 14th century, and John Huss and Jerome of
Prague in the 15th century. In the 16th century there was the
German Martin Luther who was the man clearly chosen by
God to lead out in the Protestant Reformation, which opened
the way for many more voices to be added to the faithful ones
heard during the previous generations.

“This end of the Western Empire [Pagan Rome’s division—the ten ‘toes’ of
Dan. 2, ten ‘horns’ of Dan. 7, etc...] is usually dated from 476 A.D., ...when we
next view the Imperial City [Rome], we find another kind of sovereign
occupying the throne of the Caesars, the bishop of Rome. This transition from
imperial to papal Rome is without a doubt what is referred to in the closing
clause of this verse [Daniel 11:30].” Price, Greatest of the Prophets, page 301.

In verses 29-31 of Daniel 11 we see the transition from
pagan Rome to papal Rome being described. The ships of
Kittim' coming against Rome refers to the destruction of
pagan Rome by Genseric the Vandal, whose great fleet
played a vital part in his victory.

It was in 161 B.C. that the Jews first entered into a league of ‘assistance’ with
Rome. Josephus states that the Roman “…senate received the ambassadors
that came from Judas [the Jewish High Priest] to Rome, ...and then granted
them a league of assistance.” [The Works of Flavius Josephus, p. 374.] As
noted earlier, the Jews eventually lost their independence in 63 B.C.

'At this time the Romans were only a small people; but by their clever methods
of leagues and alliances, by which they always professed themselves ready to
go to the assistance of the weak and oppressed, they were rapidly becoming
strong.' Price, The Greatest of the Prophets, page 294.

We see in these verses a description of the Roman policy of arranging what
today would be called mutual assistance pacts. In these treaties the Romans
recognized the participants as “allies,” and the treaties were intended,
presumably, to protect and promote mutual interests. Rome thus appeared in
the role of friend and protector, only to “work deceitfully” by turning these
agreements to her own advantage. She often imposed the burdens of conquest
on her “allies,” but usually reserved the rewards of conquest for herself. The
methods of this power are the perfection of subtlety and deceit. While many
felt they were living in security they were being destroyed unawares.
Eventually these “allies” were absorbed into the Roman Empire.

6.

