Is it your desire to be on the side of Jesus in this great controversy?

Friends, before this great controversy is ended there will be one final contest
between the church of Satan, symbolized by the first beast of Revelation 13,
and the remnant of God. Revelation chapter 13 tells us exactly who this beast
is, what his mark is and who will be receiving it. We will find answers to these
questions in our next study.

“In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch,-Satan the root, his followers the branches. The full penalty of the law has been
visited; the demands of justice have been met; and Heaven and earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah… Satan's work of ruin is forever
ended.” White, Great Controversy, p.673

_____________________________________________________

18. How will the great controversy between Christ and Satan finally
end?
Matthew 25:41; Malachi 4:1

that Satan has ingeniously prepared to dim the spiritual
perceptions of those who have had but little experience
in the workings of the Holy Spirit, and of those who
remain satisfied with a very limited spiritual knowledge.
The effort of seducers has been to undermine confidence
in the truth of God and to make it impossible to
distinguish truth from error. Wonderfully pleasing, fanciful, scientific
problems are introduced and urged upon the attention of the unwary; and
unless believers are on their guard, the enemy, disguised as an angel of light,
will lead them into false paths.” White, Evangelism, p.359
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ANSWERS: 1) It ended when war broke out in heaven. 2) Jesus. 3) All who worship God—His church. 4) Satan. 5) A Covering
Cherubim—angel at the side of God’s throne. 6) No. He is a created being. 7) He became prideful and wanted to be God. 8) Satan
was kicked out of heaven and allowed to test man in Eden. 9) He has lied and deceived man using agents to persecute and kill.
10) The promise of a Savior. 11) Rome—specifically ‘pagan’ Rome. 12) No. He continues to attack God’s church to this day. 13)
‘papal’ Rome. 14) By fierce persecution often resulting in the death of the believer if not converted to Catholicism. 15) God used
the earth and it’s elements to hide His church from Rome. 16) They keep the Ten Commandments, including the fourth, and have
the gift of prophecy—a prophet. 17) Beware of seducing spirits, false doctrines, false Christ's, and prophets. 18) Satan and his
followers will be completely destroyed by fire… becoming ashes.

______________________________________________________

What happened to the unity and peace that was once in all Creation?
Revelation 12:7, 8

1

“...for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” Daniel 12:9

“[The] work of opposition to the law of God had its beginning in the courts of
heaven, with Lucifer, the covering cherub. Satan determined to be first in the
councils of heaven, and equal with God. He began his work of rebellion with
the angels under his command, seeking to diffuse among them the spirit of
discontent. And he worked in so deceptive a way that many of the angels were
won to his allegiance before his purposes were fully known.

1.

So far in our studies of bible prophecy we
have noted that there are two sides in the
battle that rages for planet earth.
Determining exactly who the participants
are in this cosmic conflict is very
important for us today for it will give us a
clearer idea of whose side we may
actually be on. Very few people want to
be on the side of evil but the devil is very
deceptive and there are many who are on the wrong side in this battle that
think they are on God’s side. Let us now take a closer look at the Great
Controversy, which began so long ago…

Lesson 12
“The Great Controversy”

Studies on Bible Prophecy

Presents

Eternal Truth Ministries

_____________________________________________________

Who is this Michael?
Daniel 10:13; 12:1; Jude 9

_____________________________________________________

How does prophecy symbolize Michael’s army in this conflict?
Revelation 12:1; Isaiah 51:16 last part; Jeremiah 6:2
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“No symbols more fitting and impressive could be found than are here
employed. The Mosaic period shone with a light borrowed from the Christian
Era, even as the moon shines with light borrowed from the sun.
2

______________________________________________________

17. What warnings are given to the remnant that keep the
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus?
1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Corinthians 11:14; Matthew 24:23, 24

“In the twelfth chapter of Revelation is represented the
great conflict between the obedient and the disobedient.
The sign of obedience is the observance of the Sabbath of
the fourth commandment. The Sabbath is a test to this
generation. In obeying the fourth commandment in spirit
and truth, men will obey all the precepts of the Decalogue.
To fulfil this commandment one must love God supremely,
and exercise love toward all the creatures that He has made. The time is
coming when God's people will feel the hand of persecution
because they keep holy the seventh day. The man of sin, who
thought to change times and laws, and who has always
oppressed the people of God, will cause laws to be made
enforcing the observance of the first day of the week. But
God's people are to stand firm for Him. Let no one yield to temptation and
become less fervent in his attachment to God's law because of the contempt
placed upon it; for that is the very thing that should make us pray with all our
heart, and soul, and voice, "It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have
made void Thy law." Psalm 119:126. Therefore, because of the universal
contempt, I will not turn traitor when God will be most glorified and most
honored by my loyalty.” White, The Faith I Live By, page 291.

Also, at the heart of the Ten Commandments is the Sabbath. The sign of
obedience to the Ten Commandments is the observance of the Sabbath. Thus
the identifying marks of God’s last remnant is seventh-day Sabbath keeping
and proclaiming God’s final appeal to the world to accept the gracious gift of
salvation—the prophecy of Revelation 14:6-12.

That the remnant is identified in such a way indicates that the commandments
of God will be especially controverted in this struggle between the dragon and
church. The identifier of this last remnant is twofold... not only will they be
obedient to God's Ten Commandments, but they will also be distinguished by
the manifestation of the gift of prophecy in their midst. The “testimony of
Jesus Christ,” is the witness of Jesus in their midst through the medium of the
prophetic gift. They will have a prophet—the Elijah prophet (see Malachi 4:5).

“Christ foretold that the going forth of deceivers would be accompanied with
more danger to His disciples than would persecution. This warning is repeated
several times. Seducers, with their scientific problems, were to be guarded
against more carefully than any other peril that they would meet; for the
entrance of these seductive spirits meant the entrance of the specious errors

“A woman [is] a figure which is used in the Bible as the symbol of a church, a
virtuous woman representing a pure church, a vile woman an apostate
church.” White, Great Controversy, page 381.

In Old Testament figures, the true church is at times represented by
a woman. When the church apostatized it was compared with a
corrupt woman (see Jer. 3:20; Eze. 23:2–4). The same
figures appear in the New Testament (see 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph.
5:25–32; Rev. 17:1–3). In Revelation 12 the woman
represents the true church. Since she is presented as about to give birth
to Christ (see vs. 2, 4, 5) and later as being persecuted, following the
ascension of Christ (vs. 5, 13–17), she represents the church of both
the Old Testament and the New Testament.

3.

The name Michael is a transliteration of the Hebrew Mika ‘el which means
“who is like God.” As we will see later in our study, Satan wanted to be like
God and in order for him to do this he must destroy God. Therefore, the great
controversy is between Satan and Jesus and not between Satan and an actual
angel named Michael. For Satan to defeat an angel would not make him God
for the Lord would still exist! A careful examination of the Scripture
references to Michael points to the conclusion that he is none other than our
blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2.

Even the loyal angels could not fully discern
his character, nor see to what his work was
leading. When Satan had succeeded in
winning many angels to his side, he took his
cause to God, representing that it was the
desire of the angels that he occupy the
position that Christ held. The evil continued to work until the spirit of
disaffection ripened into active revolt. Then there was war in heaven.” White,
Second Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, January 28, 1909.
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______________________________________________________

16. How is the final remaining part of the church identified?
Revelation 12:17

“Six times in this chapter, the word "earth" is used. Other terms in this
chapter, such as "the woman", "the mouth of the serpent", and "the flood", are
symbolic. Should we understand the term "earth"
to be symbolic also? Maybe it has a literal as
well as a symbolic application. Did God employ
the literal elements of the earth, the natural
world, to deliver his saints from destruction
during those dark years? Yes, He certainly did!
He used the mountain fastnesses, the isolated
valleys, deep forests, secret caves, cloud and
mist, wind and tempest, water and floods to
protect and deliver His people.” Cooke, War on God's Woman, pages 30-31.

________________________________________________

15. How did God intervene to protect the ‘woman’ (His church)?
Revelation 12:16.

“Christians were forced to choose either to yield their
integrity and accept the papal ceremonies and worship,
or to wear away their lives in dungeons or suffer death
by the rack, the fagot, or the headsman's axe. Now were
fulfilled the words of Jesus: "Ye shall be betrayed both
by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends; and
some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all
men for My name's sake." (Luke 21:16, 17). Persecution opened upon the
faithful with greater fury than ever before, and the world became a vast battlefield. For hundreds of years the church of Christ found
refuge in seclusion and obscurity. Thus says the
prophet: "The woman fled into the wilderness, where she
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her
there a thousand two hundred and three-score days."
Revelation 12:6.” White, Great Controversy, page 54.

“The Holy Spirit uses this flooding to illustrate the rising up or overflowing of
the church's enemies in an effort to destroy her. During the 1260 years of
Papal supremacy, as a result of serpentine propaganda, "the waters [or
people] on which the whore sits" (Revelation 17) rose up to sweep away the
saints. Multitudes were inspired to mount crusades against the "heretics" in an
endeavor to sweep away God's people.” Cooke, War on God's Woman, pages
28-29.

______________________________________________________

Who is represented by the dragon that is fighting against Jesus?
Revelation 12: 9

_______________________________________

What was Lucifer’s position in heaven?
Ezekiel 28:14

_____________________________________________________

Is Lucifer, known today as Satan, a God gone bad?
Ezekiel 28:15

7.
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_____________________________________________________

How did Satan begin His rebellion in heaven?
Ezekiel 28:17; Isaiah 14:13-14

“Lucifer... had been the highest of all created beings, and had been foremost
in revealing God's purposes to the universe.” White, Desire of Ages, p.759.

6.

In the earthly tabernacle, the two covering cherubim were
by the Ark of the Covenant, which symbolized the throne
of God. Therefore, in heaven, Lucifer once stood by God's
throne.

5.

“The dragon is said to be Satan; he it was that
moved upon Herod to put the Saviour to death. But
the chief agent of Satan in making war upon Christ
and His people during the first centuries of the
Christian era was the Roman Empire, in which
paganism was the prevailing religion. Thus while
the dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it is, in a secondary sense, a symbol
of pagan Rome.” White, Great Controversy, page 438.

4.

How appropriate, therefore, to represent the former by the moon,
and the latter by the sun. The woman, the church, had the moon
under her feet; that is, the Mosaic period had just ended, and the
woman was clothed with the light of the gospel sun, which had
just risen. By anticipation the church is represented as fully
organized, with its twelve apostles, before the man child, Christ,
appeared upon the scene. It was to be thus constituted
immediately after Christ should begin His ministry; and He is
more especially connected with this church than with that of the
former period.” Smith, Daniel and the Revelation, p.550.

______________________________________________________

How was this controversy transferred to the earth?
Revelation 12:9; Luke 10:18; Genesis 3:1-6

______________________________________________________

What has been the record of Satan’s dealing with humanity?
John 8:44; Revelation 12:10, 13-16
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“God's promise to Eve in Eden was cherished by His people. They waited long
for the coming of the promised "Seed" - Christ (see Galatians 3:16). The devil
also waited, and at every turn he endeavored to thwart the plan of heaven to
save the world. Many times he almost succeeded. When Jesus was born the
dragon was there to attack Him. Escape came by fleeing to Egypt.
In the wilderness the dragon leaped to attack, only to be defeated by the word
of God. Then all the black passions of hate were let loose at Golgotha.
Betrayed and crucified, the world's Redeemer was at last buried in a
rock-hewn tomb. How evil triumphed! But only for a few hours.” Anderson,
Unfolding the Revelation, page 116.

______________________________________________________

10. What promise was to be fulfilled?
Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 9:6; Revelation 12:2, 5

9.

“God in His wisdom did not use measures of force to suppress Satan's
rebellion. Such measures would have aroused sympathy for Satan,
strengthening his rebellion rather than lessening his power. If God had at the
outset punished his rebellion, many more would have
looked upon him as one who had been dealt with
unjustly, and would have followed his example. It was
necessary for him to have time and opportunity to
develop his false principles. There was war in heaven,
and the Prince of life overcame the apostate. Satan
was cast out of heaven, with the angels who had united
with him.” White, Signs of the Times, July 23, 1902.

8.

Through pride, selfishness, and Jealousy, Lucifer
corrupted himself into a devil. Lucifer, the light bearer,
became Satan, the adversary. He began to question the
government and character of God. Satan had to resort to
lying to do this. Like many today, he said God's law
could not be obeyed. Because of pride, he became filled
with hatred. A third of the angels were fascinated with
his talk and united with Satan. Then he and his angels
made war in heaven.
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______________________________________________________

14. How did ‘papal’ Rome try to destroy the ‘woman’ during the 1260
years?
Revelation 12:14-15. Compare Isaiah 59:19, Jeremiah 46:7-8.

“In the sixth century the papacy had become
firmly established. Its seat of power was fixed in
Vatican City
the imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was
declared to be the head over the entire church.
Paganism had given place to the papacy. The
dragon had given to the beast "his power, and his
seat, and great authority." Revelation 13:2. And
now began the 1260 years of papal oppression
foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation.” White, Great
Controversy, page 54

______________________________________________________

13. After the fall of ‘pagan’ Rome, through what power did Satan work?
Revelation 13:1, 2

______________________________________________________

12. Since Satan failed in his attempt to destroy Christ and the early
church, did he give up his fight?
1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:17

In previous studies of Daniel we learned that there
were four kingdoms that would rule the earth from
Daniel’s day to the second coming of Jesus. These
kingdoms were Babylon, MedoPersia, Greece, and Rome. Of these
kingdoms, the fourth was ruling at the
first advent of Jesus and the early
apostolic church. That kingdom was
Rome during it’s first stage of rule…
specifically called ‘pagan’ Rome.

______________________________________________________

11. Through what nation did Satan try to destroy Christ and the early
church?
Revelation 12:13; Luke 2:1-11; Matthew 2:16

